by

Jason

W al sh

Mannhada"fuiend"
with a sexualproblem 40
yearsagothisweek
It was the winter of
L970
and fallout from the
yearsago
era offree love and healy
drug use had left county residentsliterally
itching for a doctor who could feeltheir
pain. Fortunatelyfor the sexuallyrevolutionized, it was the year of Gonzo journalism-and Dr, Hip was on call.
"Underhis nom deplume,Dr. Hip Pocrates,[Eugene]Schoenfeldfor threeyearshas
beendispensinginformation of quite another
color,"wrote Pacifc Sun managingeditor Don
Stanleyin his story"Dear Dr. Hip.""Writing
for the mostpart in the underground press,
he hasfound his authorityin the paramedical."Or more specifically,detailedStanley,
he wasansweringalot of questionslike,'My
boyfriend and I tried this weird (sexthing or
drug thing) the other night-what's going to
happento us?"
The advicecolumns of Schoenfeld.who
wasabout to move to SanAnselmo from
Berkeley,wererunningin more than a dozen
publications and he'd just endeda five-month
stint in the Sundaysectionof the Chronide.
The 34-year-oldBayArea transplant held
degreesfrom UC Berkeley,the University of
Miami andYaleandwasnowspendingmost
of his time at his Tiburon office readingletters
about women who cant orgasm,their premature ejdculatingboyfriendsand the impotent
older men who lovethem.
"And maleswho imagine their penis is too
smalli'added Hip, whosedayjob, itwould
seem,wasakin to being editor of Penthouse
Foruz's most incompetent submissions.
Upon arriving at the Tiburon interview,
Stanleyfound the good doctor "barefoot in
a pair of old brown cordsand knit sweaterl'
He was"attendedb-yalovely,leggyblonde
secrearyj'drooled the reporter.After a few
perfrnctory questionsabout Hip's hobbies
(travel),interests(public health) and marital
status(collegenuptials,lastedonly a year),
Stanleygot down to the bare necessities
of his
assignment-to readsomeof Hip's racyletters."I'm thinking about all the lettersrelating
to sexualexperimentationl' leeredStanley.
And the doctor wasonly too happy to oblige.
"Here'sone from a manwho wonders
about women wearingleatheri Hip showed
the delightedscrum. But the reportert arousal
wassoon softened,asthe letter writer went
on to observethat"leather doesrlt breathethe
way cloth does"and wonderedif the rawhide
his girlfriend wore during lovemakingwasthe
causeof a particularly nastyfungal infection.
"Itt an interestingspeculationl'admitted thedoctor.Chaffed,Stanleysteeredthe
interviewtowardthe issueof censorshipin
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Hiptothejiue,l9T0.
the mainstreammedia or, asStanleyput it,
"the fourletter word thing."Tirms out many
of the cuts to his column wereself-censorship,
asHip would reword the saltierlanguage
for big-time-daily mores.Still, the Chron
withheld manyof his favorite items from the
column and eveneditedhis ftrewellto readers
after he resigred.YetHip vowed to find other
publicationrlones that would let him write
howhe wantedto write.
"What do you getpaid foryour columns?"
Sanley asked.
"Most of the underground presscant pay
anythingJ'admitted Hip.
* Threeweekslater "Dr. Hip Pocrates"made
its debut in the Sr,ln.
ThesedaysEugeneSchoenfeldpractices
psychiatryout of an office near his home in
Sausalitoandworks asa consultantin civil
and criminal casesinvolving mind-altering
drugs.Schoenfeld'slegacyliveson today in
anynumber of sex-adviceformats-from the
PacSurisownAmyAlkon to the radio shows
of Drew Pinskyand Dean Edell.We askedDr.
Hip if he considershimself a media pioneer.
In his typical soft-spokenmanner he agreed.
"There wasa PacificSr.rn[story] a few years
agowhich featuredmedia doctors and Dean
Edell creditedmewith inspiringhim to do
his work,'says Schoenfeld."I waspleasedto
havehim saythati'Dr. Hip appearedinthe
Szn until 1974and then finally calledit quits
n 1979after one last try with the Chronicle.
But this time the problem wasnlt Chronicle
censorship-it wasparentalcensorship.The
Chronran his column back in the kid-friendly
sectionof the Sundayedition. "Apparentlyj'
lamentsSchoenfeld,"therewerepeoplewho
would cut my colirmn offthe pageso that
their children wouldn't seeit."
But not after theyread it fust. *
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